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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

COM426 Health Communication 8 2 0 0 2 3

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction Turkish

Course Type Elective

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective The aim of this course is to convey how communication strategies can be used to direct individuals to the

right health behavior, taking into account the public interest, and to gain knowledge and skills related to

this field.

Content Health concept.

Health communication theories.

Medical and social model of health.

Medicalisation of health.

Health communication strategies.

Globalisation and health information.

Science journalism/health journalism.

Health communication campaigns. 

Health literacy.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 The right to health. Defining health concept, dimensions of health, socşiology of health and disease. Social determinants of

health.

2 Positive and negative definitions of health. Medical and social model of health.

3 Commercialisation of health and 'iatrogenesis'

4 Health communication as a multi and interdisciplinary field. Mass communication dimension in health communication.

5 Health communication theories I. Interpersonal dimension in health communication.

6 Health communication theories II.

7 Health communication strategies: social marketing, media advocacy, public relations.

8 Health information and media. Globalisation and 'Knowledge Gap Hypothesis': information rich and poors

9 Health legislation and breach/case studies.

10 Digital strategies for health communication. Health care, corporate communication and health communication.

11 Science journalism/health journalism.

12 Health communication campaign process.

13 Health risk perception and risk communication
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