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As a follow-up course of the “PH257 - Philosophical Methodology I’, this course has a two-fold objective: on the
one hand, it aims to further develop the reading and comprehension skills that students have acquired during
the previous semester, and on the other hand to provide them with necessary tools which will help them better
understand the texts of great philosophers like Descartes, Spinoza or Rousseau.

The main part of this course focuses on reading and explaining (in French) some of the most important texts of
history of philosophy written by Descartes, Spinoza and Rousseau. During the semester, participants will have
to write several explanations and commentaries on these works.

Ph. Choulet, D. Folscheid, J.-J. Wunenburger, Methodologie philosophique, PUF " Quadrige".
Descartes, Principes de la philosophie.

Descartes, Méditations métaphysiques.

Spinoza, Ethique.

Spinoza, Traité théologico-politique.

Rousseau, Discours sur 'origine et les fondements de l'inégalité parmi les hommes.
Rousseau, Essai sur I'origine des langues.
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