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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

SP242 Urbanization and Local

Administrations

4 3 0 0 3 5

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction Turkish

Course Type Compulsory

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective This course provides basic knowledge about the city, urbanization, metropolization, globalization and

urban governance as well as local and regional policies. After recalling the great movements of

urbanization since the antiquity, it intends to discuss how and why the cities have become the centres of

a new sosciopolitique, economic and cultural organization. It then looks at the rise of decentralization and

local development. The course focuses on Turkey in this framework and examines the urban and

territorial development of the country.

Content The course starts from the conceptual definition of the city and urbanization. The origin and the evolution

of the city are treated in a historic setting. Then the recent tendencies of urban change such as

metropolization and globalization are discussed. In the second part, the course focuses on the city

management and urban governance. After a review of the historical development of local communities in

Turkey, the powers and competencies as well as the territorial organization of local authorities, especially

after the reform processes following the country's candidacy to the EU are presented. The course also

aims to discuss the local financial systems and their impact on local public policies.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Urban history, ancient and medieval city

2 City, urbanization and industrialization

3 Métropolization, globalization

4 Urbanization in Turkey, big cities

5 Urban problems, squatter settlements, social and spatial segregation, urban law

6 Mid term exam

7 Urban governance, decentralization and local administrations

8 Evolution of local governments in Turkey a) Tanzimat period b) Republican period (1923-1946; 1946-1960)

9 Evolution of local governments in Turkey c) 1973-1980 c) 1980-2004 d) 2004 -

10 Legal and juridical aspects of local administrations in Turkey

11 Local government reform, Europeanization and decentralization in Turkey

12 Urban governance, local democracy and participation

13 Regional administrations and regionalization in Turkey

14 Mid term exam
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