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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

SP 525 Political rituals and symbols 1 3 0 0 3 7
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Content

References

Turkish
Elective
Masters Degree

The main objective of the course is to analyze the state authority and its permanence in space and time,
through the rituals and symbols policies by using the disciplines of anthropology, sociology, history and
political science. The course focuses mainly on the construction of national identity and the question of
invention of tradition through ceremonies and state symbols.

Following two introductory courses we will focus on the “state” rituals practiced in the Ottoman Empire.
Then, we will study the relationship of the republic with its Ottoman past; the relationship artificially
created on a register of antagonism between old/new that crystallizes in particular rituals and political
symbols. Finally, we will show the role played by state symbols and rituals in the construction of national
identity in Turkey
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Course definition and organization. Distribution of syllables and general presentation of sources.
2 Historical and theoretical introduction

3 Continuation of the course

4 Rituals in Ottoman Empire

5 Continuation of the course

6 Religious and secular celebrations

7 Invention of tradition and “Cuma Selamhgi” (“Friday Salutation”)
8 State symbols and Palace music

9 Mid-Term

10 Political Rituals and symbols within the national construction
11 The construction of Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk image

12 Cult of personality and monumental sculptures

13 City model of Nation State: Ankara

14 National celebrations
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