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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

SP 617 Political Science and Historiography 1 3 0 0 3 8

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction Turkish

Course Type Elective

Course Level Doctoral Degree

Objective The objective of this course is to reflect on the global historiography and how the histories of regions and
countries are situated in this history. Within this framework the focus will initially be on the formation of social
sciences and then on subjects that determine our World-conception such as orientalism, Eurocentrism as well
as studies in social sciences in postcolonial period. Their impact on the historiography and consequences on
political science will be addressed throughout the course. Additionally, the approaches that attempt to explain
the Ottoman-Turkish modernization will be examined and alternative exploratory methods will be highlighted.

Content First of all from a broad perspective the emergence of social sciences and its link with power relations will be
analyzed taking into account the position of historiography in this process. Secondly the path followed by
historiographythroughout the republican period will be analyzed. Relationship between “East” and “West” will be
evaluated based on themes such as Eurocentrism, Orientalism, Orientalism of the East, internalized orientalism
etc... This section will be followed by the examination of the impact of historiography on the perception of the
World through maps and classifications such as oceans and continents.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Presentation of the course -On social sciences

2 Historiography in Republican Period (1) -Revolution

3 Historiography in Republican Period (2) -1908 / 1923

4 Historiography in Republican Period (3) -From Rupture to continuity

5 Orientalism Description and Historical Process

6 Orientalism Said

7 Orientalism Ernest Renan / Namık Kemal

8 Orientalism of the East, Occidentalism

9 Orientalism Said and Beyond

10 Eurocentrism Based on maps and descriptions

11 Eurocentrism Based on maps and descriptions

12 Colonialism
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13 Colonialism, today

14 Presentations of the students

Week Weekly Contents
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