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RI-815 History of International Relations 1 3 0 0 3 8

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction
Course Type
Course Level

Objective

Content

References

Turkish
Compulsory
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To teach students of various disciplinary and professional backgrounds, with various infrastructures, the
historical foundations of the contemporary international system and equip them with the ability to analyze the
contemporary world from such a perspective.

This course covers a period from the Treaties of Westphalia from 1648 to the end of the Second World War in
1945, and focuses on the evolution of the modern sovereign state system. The wars and peace that have
conceived / constructed and destroyed the world, the economic and social crises are studied in an extensive
geography (from Europe to the Far East), in the context of various historicities which are different, but which
have a certain parallelism.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction: The Concept of International System and Methods of Historical Analysis

2 The Birth of the Modern State System: The Peace of Westphalia and the Concept of Sovereignty

3 Balance of Power in the 18th Century: Diplomacy, War, and the European Concert

4 The French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, and the Disruption of the International Order

5 The Congress of Vienna and the "Concert of Europe" System (1815-1871)

6 The Age of Imperialism: Colonialism, Great Power Rivalry, and Globalizing Diplomacy

7 MIDTERM

8 World War I: Causes, Course, and the Collapse of the International System

9 The Interwar Period: The Versailles Order, the League of Nations, and Crises

10 World War Il and the Construction of a New International Order

11 Cold War I: Bloc Formation, Nuclear Balance, and Bipolarity

12 Cold War II: The Third World, Non-Alignment, and Détente

13 The Post—Cold War Period: The Collapse of the Soviet Union and Debates on the New World Order
14 Today's International System: Globalization, Multipolarity, and the Historical Roots of Contemporary Issues
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