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Objective The aim of this course is to examine how emotions are historically and culturally produced and represented.
Within the scope of the course, different forms of visual material, such as painting, photography, film,
advertisements, and digital visual culture, will be used to explore how emotions are expressed and interpreted
within social and cultural contexts. Through theoretical approaches, the course analyzes how emotions shape
social meanings and aesthetic expressions through the lens of visual culture. The objective is to understand the
cultural configurations of emotions. In this way, the course aims to help students develop critical analytical skills
related both to the history of emotions and to visual culture studies.

Content This course examines how emotions are socially and culturally constructed throughout historical processes and
how they are represented through visual culture. Within the course, the representation of emotions is analyzed
through various visual materials, including works of art, photography, film, advertisements, and digital images.
Framed by theoretical approaches from visual culture studies and the history of emotions, the course addresses
the forms and meanings of emotional expression across different periods and social contexts from a
comparative perspective.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction: What is the History of Emotions?

2 Emotions and Representation

3 Emotion and Culture

4 Collective Emotions

5 Emotion and Memory

6 Empathy

7 Midterm Exam

8 Emotions and Social Bonds

9 Modernity and Emotions

10 Melancholy

11 Emotion and Politics

12 Emotions in Everyday Life

13 Emotions and Identity

14 Assessment
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