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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

SOCI413 SOCIOLOGY OF CHILDHOOD 7 3 0 3 3 6

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction French

Course Type Elective

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective This course offers a critical introduction to the sociology of childhood, examining its historical development and
the social construction of childhood. Questioning traditional adult-centric perspectives, it positions children as
active social agents and rights-holders. Students explore how childhood is negotiated across contemporary
domains such as digital environments, education and family structures, while developing the ethical and
methodological foundations necessary for conducting research with children.

Content The course examines childhood as a historically and culturally constructed social category rather than a simple
stage of development. The first part traces the historical transformation of childhood, the emergence of the
sociology of childhood as a constituted field, and the contemporary debates running through it, in particular the
discussion of the child as being and as becoming, and the question of children’s agency. Two sessions are
devoted to the methodological and ethical conditions of research conducted with children and prepare the
group fieldwork carried out during the semester. The second part addresses four contexts in which the place
granted to children is negotiated today: family, digitalization, education and citizenship. The semester closes
with oral presentations of the fieldwork and a collective review.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction to the Course, Syllabus and Assessment

2 Childhood Throughout History

3 The Emergence of the Sociology of Childhood

4 Contemporary Debates in Childhood Research I

5 Contemporary Debates in Childhood Research II

6 How to Conduct Research with Children? I

7 How to Conduct Research with Children? II

8 Midterm Exam

9 Childhood and Family

10 Childhood and Digitalization

11 Childhood and Education

12 Childhood and Citizenship

13 Student Presentations

14 Student Presentations, Course Review and Evaluation
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