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This course takes “youth” as the object of study, the youth is the transitional stage between the childhood and
adulthood and in fact it's a product of “modernity”, and a “social” identity which transforms itself according to the
conditions of the time. The course aims to familiarize students with youth studies and youth culture through a
multidisciplinary approach with a particular emphasis on the history of youth in Turkey.

The course begins with a brief history of youth and with the transformation that the youth had lived within the
passage from traditional society to modern society. After this introduction to concept of “youth” as a product of
modernity, the course will continue by analyzing the youth acting as a “political player” while underlying the
generation of '68 throughout the world. Then, another line of the course will focus on the juvenile cultures that
had initiated from 1950s in order to treat the mode, music and literature, and juvenile subcultures.

Secondly, the course will examine the Turkish youth by using an approach in three generations (the first
generation of Republic, the generation from 1960s to 1970s, generation post-1980s) within the context that is
both cultural and political.
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Introduction: position of the problem

Genesis of youth as a social category

The youth and its subcultures

Youth in social movements: the generation '68

Youth as “dangerous class”: violence, delinquency and youth
Youth against the State

Gender, sexuality and youth

Mid-Term examination

Invention of youth in Turkey
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Myth of youth in Turkey: the 68 and 78 generations
The post-1980s and politics

The youth at the ordeal of social segregation
Juvenile identities in contemporary Turkey

Music(s), Culture(s), and youth
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