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SP445 Political and Social Issues in
Contemporary Turkey

7 3 3 0 3 5

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction French

Course Type Elective

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective This course offers an in-depth analysis of the political and social dynamics of contemporary Turkey, combining
historical, institutional, and sociological approaches.

Content The course aims to:
- provide lasting analytical frameworks for understanding present-day Turkey;
- situate recent political developments within a long-term perspective;
- analyze transformations in the political regime, social cleavages, and forms of mobilization;
- develop students’ critical and comparative analytical skills, particularly in relation to European and
Mediterranean political systems.
The course is designed for Erasmus students from diverse disciplinary backgrounds, with no prior specialization
in Turkish studies.
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Theory Topics
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Week Weekly Contents

1 General introduction: Contemporary Turkey — why is it so complex?

2 The legacy of the Ottoman Empire and socio-political cleavages on the eve of the Republic

3 Historical political cleavages and elections – I: From the single-party period to moderate bipartyism (1923–1950)

4 Historical political cleavages and elections – II: Institutionalization of the left–right cleavage (1950–1973)

5 Historical political cleavages and elections – III: Polarized multipartyism and political instability (1973–2002)

6 A history of the political instrumentalization of religion (1876–1994)

7 The February 28 process (1997), the “post-modern coup”: from the National Vision parties to the AKP

8 The political climate of the 2000s: Polarization, authoritarianism, populism?

9 The “presidential government system” and its implications

10 The “Kurdish question”: A historical overview

11 Social movements and youth in contemporary Turkey

12 Political communication and the state of democracy

13 The AKP’s cultural policies

14 Conclusion and future perspectives

10/21/2026 9:22:27 AM 3 / 3


