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The aim of this course is to analyse Germany, one of the key actors in the European regional system, and its
role in the transformation of Europe. This process is examined in its political, economic and intellectual
dimensions, providing an in-depth analysis of Germany as a major actor in international relations and the
European political scene.

This course offers a historical analysis of Germany’s evolution and its role in Europe, from Antiquity to the
present day. It successively examines the Germanic peoples and kingdoms, the Reformation and the Wars of
Religion, the power struggles between Prussia and Austria in the eighteenth century, and the European
revolutions of the nineteenth century. It then explores German unification, Weltpolitik, the Weimar Republic,
Nazism and the Second World War. The course also examines German foreign policy during the Cold War,
followed by the place of reunified Germany in Europe under Chancellors Kohl, Schréder and Merkel. Finally, it
analyses the Zeitenwende in Germany under Scholz and Merz.
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 Barbara Kunz, et al., L'Allemagne sur la scéne internationale, Presses universitaires du Septentrion, 2017.
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Introduction

Midterm Exam
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The Barbarian Face of Europe: Germanic Peoples in Antiquity

The New Masters of Europe: Germanic Kingdoms in the Middle Ages

Germany as the Centre of European Chaos: Reformation and Wars of Religion

Power Struggles in Eighteenth-Century Europe and Germany’s Role: Prusso-Austrian Rivalry

Revolutions and Occupations in Europe: Germany from the French Revolution to the Revolutions of 1848

Towards the Great European War: German Unification and Weltpolitik

A New Germany in a New Europe: The Weimar Republic
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10 The Destruction of Europe and Germany: Nazism and the Second World War

11 The Division of Europe and Germany: The Cold War and German Foreign Policy, from Chancellor Adenauer to Chancellor
Schmidt

12 The Reunification of Germany and Europe: The Kohl and Schréder Eras

13 The Merkel Era: Germany as a Central Power in Europe

14 Zeitenwende in Germany and Europe: Scholz and Merz
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