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The course's objective is the comprehensive study of the main themes of political science with theoretical
models and approaches that develop different views and tools for analysis.

Various theories in use in political science are integrated into the lesson plan, with particular emphasis on the
scientific approach that allowed their development and in a grid format that obeys a logic quite precise: explain
the interactions between society and political system through political regulation. The grid of presentation,
despite its limitations, has however the advantage of marking the passage of political philosophy to the scientific
theory and to locate the various theories ones with respect to others, thereby facilitating the understanding of
political science who is too often perceived as an abstract world, confused and without practical value.

We must also stress that our efforts of presentation not extend routinely to all political theories, but focuses on
the main models in use. For brevity, we chose to present the more traditional or more general theories and
neglect the ones on specific issues such as socialization, leadership, bureaucracy, etc..

For each of the theories presented, we will first identify the assumptions or the principles, then we will define the

main concepts and arguments used to describe or explain reality and finally we highlight the possibilities and
limitations.
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