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The aim of the course is to analyse the key events and phenomena that shaped world politics from the Age of
Geographical Discoveries to the First World War.

The course covers the Age of Geographical Discoveries, the Wars of Religion in Europe in the 16th and 17th
centuries, rivalries among the major European powers in the 18th century, the American and French
Revolutions, the revolutions of 1830 and 1848, the processes of national unification in Germany and ltaly,
transformations in the Ottoman, Persian, and Mughal Empires in the 19th and early 20th centuries, the
expansion of the United States and the processes of independence in Latin America, developments in China
and Japan in the Far East, the establishment of colonial rule in Africa, as well as the First World War, the
Bolshevik Revolution, and the process of the establishment of the USSR.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Presentation and Introduction

2 Geographical Discoveries and the Columbian Exchange

3 Wars of Religion in Europe in the 16th and 17th Centuries

4 Rivalries among the Major Powers in 18th-Century Europe

5 First Wave of Revolutions: the American and French Revolutions

6 Second Wave of Revolutions: the Revolutions of 1830 and 1848

7 National Unification of Germany and ltaly and the New Political Configuration of Europe

8 Midterm Exam

9 Islamic Empires in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries: the Ottoman Empire, Persia, and the Mughal Empire
10 The Americas in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries: the Expansion of the United States and Latin American Independence
11 The Far East in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries: China and Japan

12 Africa in the 19th and Early 20th Centuries and Colonialism

13 The First World War

14 Bolshevik Revolution and the Establishment of the USSR
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