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The aim of this course is to analyse the theoretical foundations, historical background and ethical dimensions of
alternative and activist media. It opens up for discussion the increasingly blurred boundaries between the two
and explores their creative forms in both format and content. It also examines ethnic, religious, human-rights-
oriented and oppositional subcultural examples that have developed alongside social movements and
technology. These are studied through the concept of the public sphere and through critical theories, political
economy in particular.

The course also offers a range of theoretical and methodological approaches to master’s students who wish to
research alternative and activist media. Media and communication research came to this field relatively late. The
field has grown with technology and social movements, in response to media that is becoming ever more
commercialised and losing its pluralism. The course encourages students to contribute to the academic
literature in this field.

During the semester, students write response papers on four articles selected for the course, and these replace
the midterm exam. In addition, each student writes a research paper on a topic of their choice, based on field
research.

Working papers are shared in a closed group, regardless of semester, so that all course participants can
access them and contribute to them.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

—_

Introduction: Alternative Media within Communication Theories
Alternative Media within Communication History and Theories
Defining Alternative and Activist Media

New Social Movements — Public Sphere Debates

The Political Economy of Alternative and Activist Media

Alternative Media and Emerging Technologies

Boundaries between Alternative and Activist Media; Ethical Debates

Review of Response Papers
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Week
10
11
12
13
14

Weekly Contents

Aesthetics of Alternative and Activist Media; Performance of Resistance
Activism and the Culture of Dissent

Autonomous Media, DIY, Participatory Culture

Presentation and Discussion of Field Research

Presentation and Discussion of Field Research
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