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The study of international relations lies at the crossroads of two disciplines: history and political science.
This master’s course aims to explore how the perspectives of the historian and the international relations
scholar shed different light on international phenomena.

In the first part, we will analyze historiographical approaches to international relations: diplomatic history,
Marxist and economic approaches, cultural and ideological dimensions, postcolonial perspectives,
transnational and global history. The goal is to understand how historians construct their narratives, what
sources they use (diplomatic archives, testimonies, statistics, cultural narratives), and how multiple
temporalities - events, long-term structures, collective memories - shape our understanding of the past.

In the second part, we will examine the history of international relations through the major theories of the
discipline: realism, liberalism, constructivism, critical theories, feminist and poststructuralist approaches.
The aim will be to show how these conceptual frameworks allow us to reinterpret certain historical
episodes (world wars, the Cold War, decolonization, globalization) and to question the relevance of
theories in analyzing the evolution of the international system.
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1 Presentation and Introduction

2 Positivist and Diplomatic History
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Economic History, History of Economics
Culturalist Approaches and Representations
Transnational History and Global History
Memory, Temporalities and Global History
Midterm

Idealist Lecture of History

Classical Realism and Neorealism
Liberalism and International Institutions
Constructivism and the Role of Ideas
Critical Theories

Poststructuralist Approaches

Current Issues, Challenges and the Future of the Discipline

3/3/2026 4:27:24 PM

3/3



	Content
	Theory Topics

