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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

ECON217 Introduction to International

Economics

3 2 0 0 2 2

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction French

Course Type Compulsory

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective This course aims to provide students with the fundamental theoretical and empirical tools required to

understand and analyze the mechanisms of international trade. It designed to explain the structure of

global trade, national specialization, the impact of commercial openness on resource allocation and factor

earnings, as well as the theoretical foundations of trade policies (free trade vs. protectionism) and

contemporary economic geography.

Content The course covers all major international trade theories. It opens with traditional neoclassical trade

models (the Ricardian model based on comparative advantage and the Heckscher-Ohlin-Samuelson model

based on factor endowments). It then explores new trade theories by incorporating the roles of innovation

and the product life cycle, internal and external economies of scale, monopolistic competition, intra-

industry trade, economic geography, and global value chains. Finally, a significant portion of the course

covers recent models incorporating firm heterogeneity (Melitz model) and evaluates the microeconomic

and macroeconomic effects of trade policy instruments (tariffs, quotas, strategic protectionism).

References Krugman, P. R., Obstfeld, M., & Melitz, M. J. Économie internationale. Pearson France.

Guillochon, B., Kawecki, A., Peltrault, F., & Venet, B. (2016). Économie internationale. Cours et exercices

corrigés. Dunod.

Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction: Current State and Outlook of the World Economy

2 The Ricardian Model

3 The Heckscher-Ohlin-Samuelson (HOS) Model

4 Technology as a Factor of International Trade

5 International Trade and Economies of Scale

6 Product Differentiation and Trade

7 Geography and International Trade

8 Trade in Intermediate Goods and International Fragmentation of Production

9 Firm Heterogeneity and International Trade

10 Protectionism under Competition

11 Arguments for Protectionism

12 Strategic Trade Policy

13 Practice Problems

14 Practice Problems
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