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SP493 Political ecology 5 3 0 0 3 6

Prerequisites
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Language of Instruction English

Course Type Elective

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective This course examines the relationship between society and the environment from critical and Marxist

perspectives. 

It explores how power, politics, and ideology shape the ways in which people interact with nature and how

these interactions affect both social and ecological systems. The course also focuses on the unequal

distribution of environmental risks and benefits, the role of the state, and social movements in

environmental governance.

This year’s focus will be on food systems as a lens through which global capitalism, inequality, and

environmental change can be studied.

Content Overall, the course aims to provide students with a critical understanding of the relationship between

society and the environment, and to equip them with the knowledge and skills to engage in environmental

politics and advocacy from a critical and Marxist perspective. While each year the course may emphasize

particular themes (such as food, waste, or urban ecologies), the central objective remains to critically

analyse how power and inequality shape ecological relations under capitalism.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction to the Course & Political Ecology

2 Critical and Marxist Perspectives and the Metabolic Rift

3 Anthropocene, Capitalocene, Plantationocene: Competing Frameworks for the Ecological Crisis

4 Food Regimes and World Economy

5 Food and Social Justice: Class, Race, Gender

6 Hunger and the Paradox of Plenty: The (Post-)Political Nature of Food Crises

7 Seeds in the Political Ecology of Food: From Commons to Commodities

8 Agroecology and Food Sovereignty

9 Urban Political Ecology of Food and Insecurity

10 Political Ecology of Waste Management: Capital Accumulation, Dispossession, (Un)sustainable Development

11 Field Trip (Location TBA)
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12 Workshop and Peer Coaching: Preparing Digital Projects

13 Student Digital Projects / Presentations I

14 Student Digital Projects / Presentations II + Conclusion and Feedback
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