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SOC 502 Contemporary debates in sociological

theories

2 3 0 0 3 6

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction French

Course Type Compulsory

Course Level Masters Degree

Objective To underline the importance of contemporary sociological theories by going through their classical roots.

Content The sociological theory had a visible proliferation during the total twentieth century. Together with the

collusion of variation and complexity in contemporary societies, the sociological theory whose goal is to get

into the multiple logic of its relatively fast and multidimensional development, has been under different

formulations, from this point, methodological perspectives and epistemological plans. After the Second

World War, it has been already possible to read the social phenomenon through a series of sociological

approaches, occasionally by opposite angles. However, at its birth, the sociology had adopted the ambition

of an universal theory about the social action and it had realized the mission which is like a salvation for

the industrial society, a seat for the unpredictable discussions, plus, despite the possibilities of

emancipation towards a more successful life, an ultimate product of modernity accompanied by the

rational man's ideal. By the way, the evolution of capitalism had needed the implementation of more

fragmented and hyper specialized social life's organization. What it had, was naturally a direct effect on

the sociological theory's future. At the end, the science of sociology was, from the beginning of twentieth

century, like a trunk for multiple inclines and deviations. In addition to that, since 1960's, two major

phenomena seem to have forged the sociological theory according to these implications of changing

circumstances: The process of decolonization and the birth of postindustrial society from the emergence

of a wide variety of minor and medium-range theories. It was also the end of the inclusive theories whose

goal tries to explain the collection at social actions in an evolutionary or structural system. Contrary, since

1960's, the sociological theory was manifested by many facets that everyone tried to response for one of

the incongruous aspects in that contemporary society. As the inevitable consequence of a fluid and

discontinuous organization mode, the current social phenomenon translates itself into a plurality of

sociological theories. Yet, this attempts' panoply of explication of 'social', occasionally opposite tendencies,

are rooted in the same theoretical foundations which continue to generate the necessary sociological

imagination for identifying, at the same time, the system and the social complexification. Also, first of all

the course is based on rediscovering the general features of the three thinkers who construct the pillars

of sociological thought in the twentieth century: Marx, Weber and Simmel. The fundamental aim wouldn’t

be certainly to analyze 'per se' and depth of each one's thoughts, but it is more like showing the

conceptual and methodological connections between the ideas of the sociology's founders and the

developed ideas on their legacy. So, the course adopts the aim of presenting the contemporary

sociological theory in a continuous genealogy, in spite of the delusional appearance which creates the

impression of a theoretical mixed register of contradictions, which neutralizes, in the concept of the

course, the inclusion of different tendencies, or else the sociological traditions, passing by the symbolical

interactionism, the economical sociology or the critics of the thought of modernization.
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Week Weekly Contents

1 General introduction

2 The roots of the idea of conflict : Marx et Engels.

3 The future of capitalism on era of globalization : Kautsky et Luxemburg.

4 The Understanding of Social Action against the Actor's inner Horizon: Weber.

5 The social connection around soi and his worlds definition : Mead, Thomas, Park.

6 The actors spontaneity and the sense of soi : Blumer, Hughes, Becker.

7 The reality as social construction : Berger-Luckmann, Garfinkel, Strauss.

8 The economical approach at human comportment : Hirschman.

9 The sociability like network's function : Granovetter, Burt.

10 The non-domesticated American sociology between Marx and Weber : Mills.

11 Tensions and possibilities of human interaction : Simmel.

12 The inter-psychology of Tarde and the other analysis of capitalism by Sombart.

13 The magic of interaction moment and the conception of dramaturgy : Goffman.

14 The idea of reflexive modernity for an alternative critic : Giddens, Lash, Beck.
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