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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

RI-618 Critical Approaches in International

Relations

2 3 0 0 3 5

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction French

Course Type Compulsory

Course Level Masters Degree

Objective -

Content This course is designed to introduce Master’s students to Critical Theory and critical approaches in

International Relations, with a particular focus on post-positivist theories. Through in-depth readings on

selected topics such as the Frankfurt School, constructivism, post-structuralism, Orientalism, and feminist

International Relations, students will critically engage with fundamental debates in the field. The course

encourages students to develop a nuanced understanding of key concepts such as hegemony, discourse,

identity, culture, security, and global justice
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Griffiths, M. (2007) ed. International relations theory for the twenty-first century : an introduction 
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University of Minnesota Press.
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Lapid, Y. (1989). “The Third Debate: On the Prospects of International Theory in a Post-Positivist Era,”

International Studies Quarterly, Vol. 33: 235-254.

Rabinow, P. (1991). The Foucault reader. London: Penguin Books.

Shapiro, M. (1992. Reading the Postmodern Polity. University of Minnesota Press. 

Said, Edward. (1978/2005). Şarkiyatçılık Batı'nın Şark Anlayışları. İstanbul: Meti

Tickner, Ann J. (2001). Gendering World Politics. New York: Columbia University Press. 

Weber, Cynthia. (2013). International relations theory: a critical introduction. Routledge.
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International Organization 46(2): 391-426.

Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction and the presentation of the course

2 Frankfurt School and Critical Theory

3 Discourse: Knowledge and Power

4 Constructivism I

5 Constructivism II

6 Poststructuralism

7 Midterm Exam

8 Orientalism, Postcolonialism and Eurocentrism I

9 Orientalism, Postcolonialism and Eurocentrism II

10 Feminist Approaches in International Relations

11 Identiy and culture in IR

12 Identiy and culture in IR II

13 Hegemony

14 General Remarks and Conclusions
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