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The objective of the course is to familiarize the students with the main theoretical and methodological
approaches of urban politics.

The course focuses essentially on theoretical approaches in the field of urban politics. The following
question will be asked: who is involved and influential in urban politics and how political processes in
cities shape policies. The democratization of local political life, the participation of citizens to decision
making and governance will be discussed in this context.
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Elite Theory and Growth Machines
Regime Theory and Urban Politics
Marxisme and Urban Politics

New Institutionalism and Urban Politics
Regionalism and Urban Politics
Governance

Citizenship and Urban Politics

Urban Social Movements

Gender

Poverty, Inequality and Social Exclusion
Social Capital

Urban Decline and Renewal

Urban Politics and research

1/8/2026 2:12:17 PM

2/2



	Content
	Theory Topics

