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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

RI113 Political History 1 3 0 0 3 4

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction French

Course Type Compulsory

Course Level Bachelor Degree

Objective This course, which covers a period stretching from the Treaties of Westphalia to the beginning of the WWI

(thus, from 1648 to 1918) aims at exploring the historical foundations of contemporary politics /

international relations. and to ensure the study of the principal dynamics of our era from a historical

perspective.

Content This course, which covers the period from 1648 to 1918, focuses not only on the processes of state

formation and construction, but also on the training of contemporary components of international politics.

In this sense, its content has a wide range from the determination of the fundamental principles of

International Law to the evolution of the international economy. However, the center of gravity, hence, the

main actor is The State; as a result, the course examines social movements in the context of state

formation and construction processes, as well as principles that govern relations between states and their

respective societies. Therefore, this course is committed to presenting wars, turning points, treaties,

political, economic and social crises from a coherent and whole perspective. While the study space is early

Europe, it extends to the Far East, especially from the 1860s.
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Presentation and Introduction

2 The Birth and Rise of the Eurocentric State System: Towards Westhalian Peace

3 Westphalian Peace and the New System Dynamics

4 From the Succession Wars to the French Revolution

5 From the French Revolution to the Vienna Order

6 Towards The Ere of Revolutions: The European Revolutions of 1830 and 48
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7 MIDTERM

8 The Vienna Order: 1815-1856

9 The New European Equilibrium: The German and Italian Unifications

10 American Civil War

11 Changing Equilibrium in Asia: China and Japon

12 Towards the End of Eurocentric World, 1890-1914

13 The World War - I

14 Introduction to the Interwar Period

Week Weekly Contents
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