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Course Code Course Name Semester Theory Practice Lab Credit ECTS

SP 631 Religiosity and Secularism in Political

Sphere

1 3 0 0 3 8

Prerequisites

Admission Requirements

Language of Instruction Turkish

Course Type Elective

Course Level Doctoral Degree

Objective In the process of modernization and secularization, the Republican elites who cared to detach from the

old regime have tried formatting the State by a worldly equipment giving up the power of the religion to

legitimize and to sanctify the politics. In the new political order, the tendencies to sanctify the regime and

its founding leaders have created interesting formations related to the « non-religious religiosity » of the

political figures. The seminars will focus on the intersection, disintegration and integration moments of

what is earthly and the sanctity. In this course aiming to analyze the observed religious and worldly

operations of sanctifying in the social political areas; with reference to theoretical analysis level of state

anthropology and to conceptual framework developed by political sociology, the political and social facts

and the actors related to those concerning the politization of the religion and sanctifying of the politics

which are sometimes mingled in Turkey will be dealt as object of review.

Content In this course, initially a theoretical and historical introduction referring to history, sociology, anthropology

and political science fields related to main subject of the course history will be provided. Thereafter the

official ceremonies like ceremony of accession to the throne, gird on ceremonies, selamlık of Friday, and

the protocol order and the symbols implemented in those ceremonies will be dealt. Finally, in the process

of establishment of modern nation-State in Turkey, in the framework of the tendency of the young

Republic to detach its ties with the Ottoman past the old/new antagonisms which find expression around

the political will be analyzed. The importance and the role of the official rituals and symbols in nation

building process and in the determination of where lay the limit will be examined within the framework

national holidays and days of commemoration, monumental sculptures, anthems, poems, plays and maps
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Theory Topics

Week Weekly Contents

1 Introduction and organization of the course. Providing the course description document and the overall presentation of the

resources. The candidates ' selection of subject and presentation plan.

2 Conceptual framework and presenting the historical background.

3 Marx and Engels’s analysis on religion

4 Religion and secularization process in Weber

5 Definition of religion and secular religiosity in Durkheim

6 Religion in Tocqueville. The case of America

7 Religious and secular holidays in Ottoman state

8 Theories of nationalism and theinvention of the tradition

9 Mid-term exam

10 Invention of the tradition : Selamlık of Friday Ottoman coat of arms and the imperial band

11 Foundation of the symbol of Atatürk during the One-Party period

12 Monumental sculptures of Atatürk as national symbol

13 Modern capital of the Nation-state Ankara

14 National holidays in modern Turkey
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